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INTRODUCTION



HOUSEKEEPING Watch the newsletter for updates

MDS Changes Form
• https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/6ad22f73dbcb4bc897d6985b278afc26



MDS
FOR THE UPDATED MDS CHANGES THIS FALL, WHEN AN ASSESSMENT IS OPEN WITH AN ARD OF 10/01/2023 OR 
AFTER, CAN IT BE CHANGED TO A PRIOR DATE?

NO, IT CANNOT AND IF ONE IS OPENED PRIOR TO THAT DATE, IT CANNOT BE CHANGED TO A DATE AFTER 10/01/2023 AS 
WELL. AN ERROR POP-UP WILL OCCUR WARNING YOU TO SELECT A DIFFERENT DATE OR START A NEW ASSESSMENT.

IF THE FUNCTIONAL ABILITIES AND GOALS ASSESSMENT IS NOT DIVIDED INTO ADMISSION, DISCHARGE, AND 
OBRA/INTERIM SECTIONS, WILL THE INFORMATION STILL FLOW TO THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS IN SECTION GG OF 
THE MDS?

YES, IT WILL.  THIS WILL PULL THE INFORMATION BASED ON DATES AND THE TYPE OF ASSESSMENT.

WILL OSA ASSESSMENTS BE INCLUDED IN THE MDS SCHEDULING TOOL?

NO, BECAUSE SOME STATES REQUIRE AN OSA SCHEDULE THAT DEVIATES FROM THE FEDERAL OBRA SCHEDULE.



MDS

HOW/WHEN DO I TURN OFF SECTION G?  
WILL IT BE AUTOMATIC?



MDS
IF MY STATE HASN’T RELEASED A DECISION ABOUT USING OSA VS PDPM, WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT?

BASED ON INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM STATES UP TO THIS POINT:

1.  MOVE TO PDPM - YOU WILL BEGIN TO BILL FROM HIPPS CODES.

2.  KEEP RUGS – BY ADDING AN OPTIONAL STATE ASSESSMENT.

3.  RATE FREEZE – AN OSA WILL NOT BE REQUIRED BUT THE RATE WILL STAY THE SAME 
UNTIL PDPM IS PUT IN PLACE.

4. OTHER OPTIONS  - LET US KNOW WHAT YOUR STATE IS DOING.



MDS

WILL AN ASSESSMENT BE ABLE TO BE COPIED TO  AN OPTIONAL STATE ASSESSMENT?

MDS RESPONSES IN ECS CAN BE SET TO SHOW THE LAST MDS ANSWER WHEN A NEW 
ASSESSMENT IS OPENED.



MDS

IS THERE AN EASY WAY TO ACCESS THE RAI 
MANUAL WHILE COMPLETING AN MDS
ASSESSMENT?



MDS

WHERE CAN I FIND MDS CODING TRAINING?

CMS SKILLED NURSING FACILITY QUALITY REPORTING PROGRAM TRAINING WEBSITE.

LINK INCLUDED IN THE HANDOUT.



ECS TRAINING

HOW DO I ACCESS ECS TRAINING 
MATERIALS AND VIDEOS?

WWW.AMERICAN-DATA.COM

CLIENT SIGN ON



MDS - IQIES
WHY DO I SOMETIMES RECEIVE RECALCULATION WARNINGS ON MY MDS TRANSMISSION FILE REPORT I 
RECEIVE FROM THE IQIES SYSTEM?

THEY ARE WARNINGS NOT REJECTIONS.

1.  UPDATED PDPM GROUPER.

2.  ECS VERSION NOT UP TO DATE.

3.  LATEST ECS VERSION BUT HIPPS CALCULATED PRIOR TO UPDATING

A.  RECALCULATE HIPPS

B.  CONTACT THE ECS CLINICAL DEPARTMENT



MEDICATION LOOK UP

HOW TO LOOK UP ORDERS FOR A SPECIFIC 
MEDICATION?

TWO WAYS TO GET THERE

1.  VIEW CHART ON ACCESS SCREEN

2.  GREEN VIEW ICON
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MAR/TAR

HOW DO I GET THE PROGRESS WHEELS BACK ONTO 
THE MAR/TAR?

CHECK BOX IN THE ELECTRONIC SIGN SETUP



ECS UPDATES
WHEN DOES AMERICAN DATA RELEASE NEW UPDATES? 

THERE ARE TWO LARGE UPDATES A YEAR.

AND HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN A NEW UPDATE HAS BEEN RELEASED?

THEY WILL BE POSTED TO OUR WEBSITE, AND WE SEND EMAILS OUT TO THOSE THAT OPT IN FOR 
UPDATE RELEASE EMAILS.



NEW SETUPS OR MODULES
HOW DO I KNOW WHEN AMERICAN DATA BUILDS NEW SETUPS OR MODULES? WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE 
ABOUT WHAT IS AVAILABLE?

THERE ARE A FEW DIFFERENT AREAS THAT WE PROMOTE THIS INFORMATION.

1.  OUR NEWSLETTER

2.  WEBSITE >CLIENT SIGN ON

3.  WEBINARS



QUESTIONS?




